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PSALM Xxiii. 4. 


Yea, though I walk through the Val. 
ley of the Shadow of Death, I will 


fear no Evil : For thou art with 


me, thy Rod and thy wy they 


comfort me. 


this Diſcourſe. 


Haeey Soul ! that could thus fy itſelf 


upon God in the neareſt Views of Eter- 


nity, and maintain ſuch living Hopes in dy- 
ing Moments: And, happy we! if the Good 
Spirit, who enabled her to breathe out her 
Soul in theſe Expreſſions of Faith, ſhall be 
pleaſed to write them on our Hearts, and 
communicate to us the Comfort contained 


in them. 


Davin, the Anthor of this Plalm, was 
a Man alter God's own Heart; in his ficred 


"" we have a Collection of the chief Ex- 


B periences 


HEs E were ſome of the laſt Words 
of our departed Friend, Mrs. Wood, 
whoſe Death was the Occaſion of i 
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periences of pious Souls, throughout all Ages 
of the World. The Powers and. Principles 
of the ſpiritual Life; the Struggle between 
Nature and Grace; the Succeſſions of Hope 
and Fear, Joy and Sorrow, which the Saints 
are well acquainted with, are here ſet in the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt affecting Light. 
Ixus Pſalm ſeems to have been com- 
| poſed in ſome of the Author's brighter Mo- 
ments, when his Soul was bleſſed with the 
| Sun-ſhine of God's gracious Countenance, It 
_— is a beautiful Repreſentation of God's Good- 
neſs to his Servant David, under the Notion 
of a Shepherd's Care of his Flock. The 
Land of Judæa abounded with Shepherds: 
David himſelf was taken from following 
the Sheep to be a Ruler of 1/-ae/; in de- 
ſcribing God's Goodneſs to him, he alludes. 
to the well-known Office of a Shepherd, in 
the principal Branches of it, which were, to 
provide ſuitable Food and Places of Reſt for 
the Flock, to heal the diſeaſed, to reduce the 
ſtraying Sheep, and to defend them all in time 
of Danger. To the firſt of theſe he refers 
in the iſt and 2d Verſes of this Pſalm 
The Lord is my Shepherd, I ſhall not want 
he maketh me to lie down in green Paſtures, 
he leadeth me beſides the ſtil} Waters, As a 
good Shepherd takes Care to ſupply the Wants 
of his Flock, feeds them in green Paſtures, 
provides convenient Places of Reſt for them 
in the Heat of the Day, and in the Even- 
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ing leads them to gentle quiet Streams, that 
they may ſatisfy their Thirſt without Fear or 
Danger; ſo my good God does and will com- 
municate every needful Benefit to me, for 
the Support and Comfort of the natural and 
ſpiritual Life. 

In the zd Verſe he alludes to two other 
Parts of the paſtoral Care, the healing the 
diſeaſed, and reducing the ſtray Sheep. He 
reſtoreth my Soul heals my {ſpiritual Diſeaſes, 
and renews my Strength impaired by Sin) 
and leadeth me in Paths of Righteouſneſs ; 
(when I have been ſeduced, or am in dan- 
ger of being led aſtray) and this he does not 
for any Merit in me, but for his Name's 
ſake; for the Honour of his own free and 
undeſerved Mercy. 

IN my Text, Which follows, he has an Eye 

to the other Branch of the Shepherd s Buſi- 
neſs, which was to defend the Flock in time 
of Danger: As for inſtance, if they went in 
the Evening through a dark Valley, where 
they were liable to be aflaulted by Wolves 
and other Beaſts of Prey, the Shepherd was 

_ preſent with his Rod and Staff, not only to 
guide, but to protect them, and beat off their 
devouring Enemies. In alluſion to this, the 
Pſalmiſt fays, Yea, though I walk through 
the Valley of the Shadrw of Death, I will 
fear no Evil: For thou art with me, thy Roa 
and thy Staff 12 . „ 
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periences of pious Souls, throughout all Ages 
of the World. The Powers and Principles 
of the ſpiritual Life; the Struggle between 


Nature and Grace; the Succeſſions of Hope 


and Fear, Joy and Sorrow, which the Saints 
are well acquainted with, are here ſet in the 


ſtrongeſt and moſt affecting Light. 


Tris Pſalm ſeems to have been com- 


poſed in ſome of the Author's brighter Mo- 


ments, when his Soul was bleſſed with the 5 


Sun. ſbine of God's gracious Countenance. It 


is a beautiful Repreſentation of God's Good- 


neſs to his Servant David, under the Notion 


of a Shepherd's Care of his Flock. The 


Land of Judæa abounded with Shepherds: 
David himſelf was taken from following 


the Sheep to be a Ruler of 1/-ael; in de- 
{cribing God's Goodneſs to him, he alludes 


to the well-known Office of a Shepherd, in 
the principal Branches of it, which were, to 
provide ſuitable Food and Places of Reſt for 
the Flick, to heal the diſeaſed, to reduce the 
 ftraying Sheep, and to defend them all in time 
of Danger. To the firſt of theſe he refers 


in the iſt and 2d Verſes of this Pſalm 
The Lord is my Shepherd, I fhall not want 3 


he maketh me to lie down in green Paſtures, 


he leadeth me beſides the fill Waters, As a 


good Shepherd takes Care to ſupply the Wants 

of his Flock, feeds them in green Paſtures, 

provides convenient Places of Reſt for them 
in the Heat of the Day, and in the Even- 
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ing leads them to gentle quiet Streams, that 
they may ſatisfy their Thirſt without Fear or 
Danger; fo my good God does and will com- 
municate every needful Benefit to me, for 
the Support and Comfort of the natural and 
_ ſpiritual Life. 
In the zd Verſe he alludes to two other 
Parts of the paſtoral Care, the healing the 
diſeaſed, and reducing the {tray Sheep. He 
reſtoreth my Soul heals my {ſpiritual Diſeaſes, 
and renews my Strength impaired by Sin) 5 
and /eadeth me in Paths of Righteouſaeſs, 
(when I have been ſeduced, or am in dan- 
ger of being led aſtray) and this he docs not 
for any Merit in me, but for his Names 
ſake ; for the Honour of his own free and 
undeſerved Mercy. 
IN my Text, which follows, he has an Eye 
to the other Branch of the Shepherd $ Buſt- 
_ neſs, which was to defend the Flock in time 
of Danger: As for inſtance, if they went in 
the Evening through a dark Valley, where 


they were liable to be aſſaulted by Wolves - 


and other Beaſts of Prey, the Shepherd was 
preſent with his Rod and Staff, not only to 
guide, but to protect them, and beat off their 
devouring Enemies. In alluſion to this, the 


Pſalmiſt fays, Yea, though I walk through . 


the Valley of the Shadno of Death, I will 


fear N0 Evil. For thou art with me, thy Rod ” 
- wo thy Staff they comfort 1 me. 


Þ 3 Tay 


( 4) 


Tur Shadow of Death is an Expreſſion 


ſometimes made uſe of in Scripture to ſig- 
nify any affrighting Object or diſtreſſing Cir- 


cumſtance whatſoever : Thus in the Book of 


5 the Fears of wicked Men are expreſſed 
by their being in the Terrors of the Shadow 


of Death *. And when the Pfalmiſt ſpeaks 


of an afflicted State; ; Thou haſt ſore broken 


ws (lays be) in the Place of Dragons, thou 


haſt covered us with the Shadow of Death Þ ; 
and thoſe that were bound in Afliction and 
Tron, he calls ſuch as fit in Darkneſs, and in 


the Shadow of Death t. But I apprehend 


the Valley of the Shadow of Death, in my 
Text, is a figurative Deſcription of Death 
itſelf, which is compared to a Valley co- 


vered with Darkneſs and Horror, becauſe tis 
a moſt awful Event, and there is a natural 


Reluctancy and Averſion to it implanted in 
all Mankind. 


I £2 no Reaſon to ſuppoſe that David 


was in a State of imminent Danger, much 


leſs that he had the Sentence of Death in 


himſelf, when he compoſed this Pſalm ; for 
he concludes it with thefe Words, Verſe 6. 


| Surely Goodneſs and 3 ſhall follow me 


all the Days of my Life. But he ſpeaks in 
my Text, as one that was juſt leaving this 
World, and entering into a better, that we 


might fee how familiar the Thoughts of 


* Job xiv. 17. 1 Pit Air. 19. 1 Plal. cvii. 10. 


Death 
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Death were to his Mind, and how ſtrongly 
he was ſupported by Faith and Hope in God: 
Yea, though I walk through the Valley of the 
Shadow of Death, I will fear no Evil: For 
thou art with me: thy Rod and thy Staff they 
comfort me, q. d. I know that I am a dying 


Creature, and that Death is very awful; 
but I will not indulge to any diſmaying Ap- 


prehenſions of it, becauſe I am perſuaded, 
O my gracious God, that thou who art now 
with me by the ſpecial Conduct of thy Pro- 
vidence and Spirit, wilt not leave me in a 


dying Hour, but wilt guide and defend me 

(as a good Shepherd does his Flock) in my 

Paſſage through the dark Valley that divides 
Earth from Heaven. „ 
TRE Text, thus explained, directs us to 

the following Obſervations, which I ſhall 

ſpeak to in their Order, and then apply the 

' Diſcourſe with a ſpecial Regard to the pre- 


ſent Occaſion, 


I. TüAr Death is terrible to Mankind. 


II. Tur God is graciouſly preſent with 
his People in Death; and this is their 
Defence againſt the Fear of Evil, and 

a Spring of living Joy in their laſt Mo- 


III. Tu Ar good Men may attain to an 
Aſſurance of God's ſpecial Favour and 
gracious Preſence with them, living and 
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I. DEATH is terrible to Mankind; a 
dark Valley, an affrighting Shadow, an Ap- 
pearance very formidable. ----Death is awful 
in every view; if we look to it as the Fruit 
of Sin, as the Deſtroyer of the human Body, 
as that which baniſhes us from the Com- 
pany, Buſineſs, and all the Entertainments 
of this World, that which {eparates the near- 
eſt Relations, and tranſmits the Soul into an 
inviſible World and everlaſting State: In all 
theſe reſpects it is an awful Event. 

Ir is the bitter Fruit of Sin. Had not 
Man ſinned, he had never died, he had not 
gone to Heaven through ſo dark and diſmal 
a Valley. Death is the juſt Puniſhment as 
well as the natural Effect of Adam's firſt 
Tranſgreſſion; the Penalty annexed to the 
original Law was, In the Day thou eateſt of 
_ the forbidden Fruit, thou ſhalt ſurely die. 
Upon Adam's Diſobedience, this Threatning 
became a Sentence, and was paſſed by the 
great Governour of the World on Adam and 
all his natural Poſterity. Duf# thou art, 
and unto Duſt thou fhalt return : For Adam 

| ſtood and fell as a publick Perſon, the Pa- 
rent, Head and fœderal Repreſentative of all 
Mankind, and the Guilt of his Offence was 
by Imputation transferred to the whole hu- 
man Race: In Adam all die *. By one Man 


* 1 Cor. Xy.':22. 
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Sin entered into the World, and Death by 
Sin; and ſo Death hath paſſed on all Meri, 
for that all have ſinned *, 
"Tis the righteous Appointment of God, 
that Death ſhould ſpread as far as Sin ſpreads ; 
and that every Houſe infected with this 
Leproſy, ſhould ſooner or later be pulled 
down----And ſo the Sentence pronounced on 
the firſt human Tranſgreſſor, has taken place 
and been executed upon all Mankind with- 
out Diſtinction (two Perſons only excepted, 
who were tranſlated to Heaven without 
taſting Death, as Evidences of a future State 
of Bleſſedneſs. ) On all others the original Sen- 
tence of Death has been and continues to be 
executed, without reſpect of Perſons. 
TuxxE is indeed a great Difference be- 
tween the Death of the Righteous and the 
Wicked; to the Righteous, Death comes with- 
out a Sting, though not without a Stroke; 
Grace makes it a Bleſſing to them, our great 
| Redeemer brings Good to his People out of 
this Evil, and makes it, even when it kills 
one Part of them, to become the Cure of 
the other and better Part, the End of all 
Sin, Temptation and Sorrow, and the Paſ- 
ſage into a World of eternal Perfection, 
Light and Blefſednefs: Thanks be to God, 
who giveth us the Victory through Jeſus : 
Chriſt our Lord. But {till Death! is a natural 


* Rom. v. 12. 


Evil, 


Evil, the juſt Deſert of Sin, and a ſtand- 


ing Mark of God's Diſpleaſure againſt it 


When any of our Fellow- creatures die, we 


may truly ſay, See what Sin hath done! And 


this is a Conſideration that renders Death 


awful. Death is likewiſe formidable as the 
Deſtroyer of the Body, for which the Soul, 


in the preſent State of Union, cannot but 


feel a ſenſible Tenderneſs. Death diſſolves 
that curious Frame that was fearfully and 
wonderfully made in ſecret Places, and not 
leſs wonderfully preſerved and ſupported by 
the Providence of God from the Womb: 


Death in a Moment breaks the fine Machine 


in Pieces, ſtops all its Motions, deprives it 
of its Beauty and Activity, drives out the 
Spirit that inhabited it, and turns it into a 
cold, lothſome, uſeleſs, Thing that muſt be 


hid in the Earth from the Sight of the Liv- 


ing, and become a Prey to Corruption and 
fo Sm ont — 
DEATH is farther awful, as it takes Men 


off from the Stage of this World, obliges 


them to retire for ever from all its Buſineſs 
and Entertainments, for which the beſt have 


but too fond a Paſſion. Good Hezekziah ſeems 


to have felt ſomewhat of this, when he ſaid, 
in the cutting off of his Days, 1 ſhall be- 
hold Man no more, with the Inhabitants of 


this World x. And (which is another deplor- 


* Iaiah xxaviii, 11, 


able 


(9) 


able Circumſtance) Death ſeparates the neareſt 


Relations and the deareſt Friends upon Earth ; 
thoſe that are Partners in Fleſh and Blood; 


thoſe that have lived together in the ſtricteſt 


Bonds, and moſt pleaſing Endearments of 
civil and facred Society; thoſe that joined 


Hands and Hearts in the Affairs of Religion 


and common Life; that have often prayed 
and converſed upon the beſt Subjects, 
that have taken ſweet Counſel together, 


and gone to the Houſe of the Ford in 


Company. 
Heman bewails this fad Effect of Mor- 
tality; ; Lover and Friend haſt thou put far 


r me, and mine Acquaintance Into Dark- 


2 


der it as the Paſſage to an invifible World, 
a World which we never ſaw, and where 


our beſt Conceptions, in this Life, are very 


obſcure and imperfect: But that which makes 


Death moſt awful is, that it introduces Men 
into an everlaſting State ; tis the Gate of Eter- 


nity, the dark Entry through which Souls 


paſs into an unchangeable Condition of Hap- 
pineſs or Miſery, The rich Glutton and 


poor Lazarus went immediately after their 


Separation from the Body, the one into a 
Place of everlaſting Torment, the other into 
a Region of eternal Comfort and Joy +. Death 


+ Lake ni. 22, Kc. 
C - --.- Anthes 


wy Pſalm Ixxxviii. 18. 


rar is yet more awful, if we conſi- 


- 25 


610) 
finiſhes our State of Trial, and lands us in 
a bleſſed or miſerable Eternity. Awful 
Thought! How would it affect the Minds of 
wicked Men, if they would give themſelves 
leave to indulge i it, and did not take ſo much 
"Pains to ftifle the Convidtions of Conſcience, 
and to baniſh ſerious Reflexion? I am go- 
ing to an eternal State of Exiſtence, know 
not how ſoon I muſt enter upon it, and yet 
have made no Preparation for Happineſs in it; 
O, how awakening mult ſuch a Conſidera- 
tion be, when it is duly attended to! And 
I may obſerve here, that good Men them- 
ſelves are Cmetinics not a little diſmayed in 
the Proſpect of Death, as an Introduction to 
Eternity; for they may have great Doubts 
with reſpect to their Acceptance with God; 
Guilt may lie upon their Conſciences, not 
ſufficiently repented of; they may contract 
too fond a Paſſion for the Things of this 
World, which will make them unwilling 
and afraid to leave it; they may grow too 
remiſs and careleſs in the Duties of ſecret and 
ſocial Religion ; fall in too much with the 
Manners of a defiling World; and fo provoke 
God to hide his Face from them, and to 
give Satan a Permiſſion at the ſame Time 
to overcloud and diſtreſs their Spirits with 
gloomy Apprehenſions of Death, and a future 
State. Let this ſuffice for the firſt Head. 
| Wes goon to obſerve, 


II. THAT 


( 1 


II. THaT God 1s with his Pole in 
Death itſelf, and that his gracious Preſence 
is a Heforcs againſt the Fear of Evil, and a 


Spring of living Joy to them in their laſt 
Moments. I will not fear (ſays the Pſalmiſt) 
Though I walk through the Valley of the Sba- 
dow of Death, for thou art with me, thy Rod 


and thy Staff they comfort me. 


God is preſent with all Men at all times | 


by his univerſal Providence, which numbers 
the very Hairs of our Heads, and encircles 


us every Moment : They that ſhut God out 


of their Thoughts, are not far from him ; 


for in him they live, and move, and have 
their Being. Whither can we go from his 
Preſence, or flee from his Spirit? But God 


is with them that fear him by his ſpecial 


Favour, and that both living and dying. 
When God is ſaid to be with a Man, the 


Expreſſion uſually imports his peculiar Af- 


fection and Love to that Man; thus he 


ſpake to Facob, Return unto the Land of 
thy Fathers, and I will be with thee *; i. e. I 


will deal well with thee : for ſo Jacob him- 


ſelf underſtood the Promiſe, as appears from 


his Repetition of it in the following Chap- 


der 


* Gen. Xxxxi. 3. N FT (on xxxii. 9. 


„„ 11 


Gop hath a People in the World, whom 
he hath choſen and cauſed to approach to 


5 
himſelf by unfeigned Faith, Repentance and 
Holineſs: And he is with them as he is not 


with others; They are all in bis Hands, 


and near to his Heart; his Eyes are upon 


them for Good, and his Ear open to their Cry; 
they abide under the Shads of the Moſt High, 
and dwell in the ſecret Place of the Almighty. 
And he (infinite Condeſcenſion !) dwells in 


them by his Spirit, and has by a gracious 


Covenant, in and through a Mediator, bound 


himſelf to be their God for ever and ever, 


and to take and treat them as his People in 


this Life, and that which is to come. He 


hath ſaid, I will never leave thee, nor for- 
fake thee x. Fear not, for I am with thee ; 
be not diſmayed, for I am thy God: I will 
ftrengthen thee, I will help thee; yea, 1 will 
uphold thee with the Right-Hand of my Rigbte- 
oufneſs F. When thou paſſeſt through the Ma- 


ters, I will be with thee, and the Rivers ſhall 


not overflow thee ; when thou walkejt through 
the Fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt, neither ſhall 
the Flame kindle upon thee l. And to ſum 


ap all in a Word, He bath . an vere 


laſting Covenant with them, that he will not 
turn away from them to do them Good; but 
2070! put his Fear into their Hearts, that they 
Hall not depart from bim ||. According to 

cheſe Promiſes, God is with his upright Ser- 
vants in all Conditions of Life, in Health 


bs Heb. Wi. g. + Ifaiah «li. 10,5 J Chap. xliii. 2. 
4 Jer. xxxii. 40. | 
and 


Þ | 
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and Sickneſs, Proſperity and Adverſity, and 
in the Hour of Death too: Then they 


ſtand in ſpecial need of the Supports of his 


Grace; and he, who hath guided them with 
his Counſel until Death, will not be far from 
them in that deciſive Moment. He orders 

the Time, Place and Manner of their Death ; 


and though theſe Circumſtances may to us 


be dark and inexplicable, they are all con- 


trived by infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs. 


Every good Man may reflect on this with 
Pleaſure, and fay with David, Thou art my 
God, my Times are in thy Hands x. - 


Gop is with his People 1 in their laſt Mo- 


ments, to communicate freſh Pardons in 
whatſoever they have offended, and ſtand in 
need of repeated Acts of forgiving Mercy, 
through a Mediator, 
Hs is with them to ſtrengthen their Faith 
and Patience, and to give them the Victory 
over Satan, who ſometimes is permitted to 
make the fierceſt Attack on the Righteous, 
when they are come to the very Threſhold 
of Glory. 
rx is with them to var a begun Work 
of Sanctification, and to prepare their de- 
parting Spirits for the Employment and Joys 
of that high and holy Place into which no 
unclean Thing can enter, ” 
He has been with many of his Saints, by 
communicating of great Joy in a dying Hour, | 


* Pſalm xxxi. 14, 15. 


"Witneſs 


* 
——— f, ( 


1 
Witneſs the Martyrs who have met Death 
in its moſt frightful Forms with ſmiling 
Countenances, and all the Marks not only 
of Fortitude, but of Exultation and Plea- 
ſure; and witneſs the Triumphs of many 
other pious Souls, who have gone out of our 
World, rejoicing in the Love of God, de- 
Caring they have had as much ſacred Delight 
as the earthen Veſſel could hold, and that 
they muſt go to Heaven in order to know 
more of its ſpiritual Pleaſures. *T'is true, 


God does not deal thus with all his Children, 


He is a free Benefactor. But he is nigh to them 
all in the Cloſe of Life, to convey neceſſary 
Support, and to ndut their diſlodged Spi- 


rits, under a Guard of Ange, to his hea- 


venly Kingdom. 
O, WHAT a Bleſſing 1 nt this to enjoy 


the gracious Preſence of God in Life, and 
at the End of it? This removes all the Cauſes 


of Fear, and (ſo far as it is vouchſafed to, 
and apprehended by, the dying Chriſtian) 
takes away the Senſe of tormenting Dread ; 

for what can he be afraid of, that knows hs 
has a God nigh to him, and ready to help him, 
a God of infinite Wiſdom, Power and Good- 


_ neſs, his own Covenant-God, who ever lives 


to fulfil his Promiſes, and has promiſed to 


make all Things, Life and Death itſelf, to 


work together tor Good to them that love 
him? 


(15) 
I PROCEED now to the third and laſt Ob- 
| ſervation, 12. 


III. Tur good Men may attain to an 
Aſſurance of their Intereſt in God's Favour, 
both living and dying; or, that they may, on 
ſolid Grounds, be perſuaded that God will 
guide them, not only through Life, but 
through the Valley of the Shadow of Death, 
and bring them ſafe to his bliſsful Preſence 
above. 

"Tis manifeſt, the Pſalmiſt had this Aſ- 
ſurance: In my Text he ſpeaks like one 

that was as 7horoughly aſſured of God's gra- 
_ cious Preſence in Death, as he was that he 
ſhould die. And, I hope, we ſhall ſee that 
this was not a Privilege peculiar to him, 
but what all good Men ſhould endeavour to 
obtain, and may, without Preſumption, ex- 
pect in the way of their Duty, _ 
Tur Papiſis ſay, that no Man (without 
a ſpecial Revelation from Above) can cer- 
tainly know that he is in a State of Ac- 
ceptance with God. 

AND it is the Doctrine of ſome Proteſtants, 
that ſuppoſing a Man never ſo well perſuad- 
ed of his preſent Acceptance with God, he 
cannot certainly conclude that he ſhall abide 
in that happy Condition to the End of Life, 
and be finally ſaved. : 

In oppoſition to both theſe S we 
humbly conceive, that a ſincere Chriſtian 


may 
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may be aſſured of his Intereſt in God's Fa- 


vour through Chriſt, even unto Life ever- 
laſting. _ 

Wr confeſs that Hypoccltts may falſly 
pretend to this Aſſurance, and that many 
upright Chriſtians may want it, may walk 


in Darkneſs and ſee no Light. 


Wr don't imagine that any one can truly 
Claim this Privilege in a Courſe of Negli- 
gence and Iniquity; nor do we think that 
every one who is favoured with it does, at 


all times, keep the full Poſſeſſion of it, ſo 


as to be abſolutely free from jealous Thoughts 


and Apprehenſions with reference to his ſpi- 
ritual State. 


Bur what we believe is, that a full AC. 
ſurance of God's ſpecial Love, and of final 


Perſeverance therein, may be attained by real 
Chriſtians: And though after it is attained, tis 
liable to be aſſaulted by contrary Doubts and 
Fears; yet the Principle thereof may abide 
in the Heart, and ſo far prevail as to keep 
the Mind habitually (though not always) ſe- 


rene and Joyful in the Hope of the MY 
of God. 
Many Reaſons concur to prove, that a 


good Man may be aſſured of his preſent Ac- 


ceptance with God through Chriſt. 
Tux Goſpel propoſes very clear and de- 


ſcriptive Marks of thoſe who are intereſted 
in its ſaving Mercies. Faith, Repentance, 
and fincere Obedience, are the diſtin guiſhing 


Cha- 
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Characteriſticks of the real Chriſtian; and 
theſe are plainly repreſented in their Begin- 
ing, Growth and Progreſs unto Perfection 


ſurely then we may know by cloſe and ſe- 


rious Reflexions on our Tempers and Lives, 
whether theſe Characters belong to us or not; 


for, though tis not ſo eaſy a Thing as ſome 


may imagine, to know our own deceitful 
Hearts, yet we may attain to ſuch a Mea- 
{ure of Self-Acquaintance, as is neceſſary to 


our making a right Judgment of our * 


with reference to the Favour of God, or 
elſe our ſelf-reflecting Power is given us to 


very little Purpoſe. Am I a Chriſtian, a 
Child of God ? This is the greateſt Queſtion 


we can offer to ourſelves. If this cannot be 


reſolved, all other Queries relating to our 
ſelves are very mean, and unworthy of rea- 


ſonable, immortal Beings ; if this Matter can- 


not be decided; how vain and inſignificant 
a Name is that of Conſcience ? Who can pre- 
tend to have a good Conſcience towards God? 
What are all our Hopes, but Preſumptions, 


or at beſt mere Conjectures ? 


Tus Conſequences are too abſurd to be 


| admitted by any wiſe and conſidering Mind. 


Bes1DEs, does not the Apoſtle Paul offer 
this Exhortation to Chriſtians in general ? 
Examine yourſelves, whether ye be in the 

Faith; prove your ownſelves : Know ye not 
your oonfelves, how that Chriſt is in you, 
D except 
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except ye he Reprobates * ? Heevidently ſup- 
poſes here, that it would he a great Fault 
if any of them did not know themſelves, 
whether they were ſincere Chriſtians or not. 
And in another Place he ſays, Let every 
Man prove his own Work, and then fhall be 
have rejoicing in himſelf, and not in another . 
With this agrees St. Peter's Exhortation to 
Chriſtians, that they ſhould give all Diligence, 
to make their Calling and Election ſure J. 
How vain and fruitleſs muſt theſe Counſels 
be, if the faithful Diſciples of Jeſus could 
not certainly know that they are his Diſct- 
ples? 

To conclude this Part of the Aiden, 
the Spirit himſelf does (J verily believe) bear 
_ witneſs with the Spirits of ſome Chriſtians 
in every Age, that they are the Sons of God. 
This he does by carrying on the Work of 
Sanctification ſenſibly in their Minds, and 
enabling them to diſcern the blefled Ef- 
fects thereof; and ſometimes by ſhedding 
abroad the Love of God in their Hearts, 
in ſuch an abundant Meaſure, that they re- 
joice with Joy unſpeakable, and full of Glory. 
IT appears therefore, that a ſincere Chri- 
ſtian may attain to a fatisfying and well- 


grounded Perſuaſion of his Acceptance with 
God. 


3 Cor. iii, 5. 3 + Gal: vi. 4. t 2 Pet. i. 10. 
N AND 
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AND if a Man may certainly know that i 
he is in a State of Favour with God, he "1M 
may, with equal Certainty, know, that he 
ſhall (through Grace) abide in this State to 

the End, and be finally ſaved; for his Per- i 

| ſeverance and Salvation are aſcertained by 

* the Promiſe of God's immutable Covenant 

; in Chriſt our Saviour. God hath faid (as 
was before obſerved) that he will never leave 
his People, nor forſake them. The Moun- 
tains ſhall depart, and the Hills be removed, 

_ but my Kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, 
neither ſhall the Covenant of my Peace be re- 
moved, faith the Lord, that hath Mercy upon 
thee ® 

Ann we know him that hath faid, 7 grve 
to my Sheep eternal Life, and the y ſhall never 
periſh neither ſhall any pluck 550 out of my 
Hand +; and St. Paul declares, that Whom | 
God juſtifies, them he will alſo ghrify * 4. 

THE Perſeverance of the Saints might be 
proved from the Death, Reſurrection, and 
Interceſſion of Chriſt, and from their vital 
Union to him. But paſſing theſe Things, 
which would lead me beyond the Bounds 
of a ſingle Diſcourſe, I ſhall content myſelt 
with an Argument drawn from the abiding, 
immortal Nature of the {ſpiritual Life, which 
is ſtrongly aſſerted in thoſe Words of „ 
Jobn, Whoſoever is born of God, doth not com- 


*AIſaiah liv, 10. + John x. 28. 1 Rom. viii, 30. 
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mit Sin, (1. e. is not a Servant of Sin) for 
his Seed Tomainerh 3 in him; neither can he ſia, 
becauſe he is born of God“; 1. e. every one 
who is regenerated by the Spirit of God, has 
an immortal Principle of Grace in him, a 
Principle that will abide in his Soul to the 
End of Life, and be an effectual Preſervative 
from total and final Apoſtacy. 

T Is a farther Confirmation of the Truth 
we are now defending, that good Men, whoſe 
Lives are recorded in the Scriptures, have 
expreſſed an Aſſurance of their Acceptance 
with God, and their Perſeverance therein to 
the End. 
David expreſſes no leſs in my Text and 
other Places; particularly when he ſays, As 
for me, I will bebold thy Face in Righteouſ- 
neſs ; 1 ſhall be ſatisfied, when I awake, with 
thy Likeneſs T. Aſaph could ſay, J. 2 ſhalt 
guide me with thy Counſel, and afterwards 
receive me ta Glory :; Whom have J in Hea- 
ven but thee, O FEST ? and there i is none upon 
Earth that 1 defire but thee, &c. | 
ST. Paul breaks forth into theſe triumphant 
| Expreſſions, I am perſuaded,that neither Death, 
nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor 
Powers, nor Things preſent, nor Things ta 
come, nor Height, nor Depth, nor any other 
Creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the 


Love of God WHICH 3 iin Chriſt Jeſus our Lord . 


Wig John i ili. 5 1. Pfal. xvii. Ie. 4 Pal, | 
Ixxili. 24. I Row, vüi. 355 39% 1 
And 
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And elſewhere, in the Name of all Chriſtians, 
We know (ſays he) that if this earthly Houſe 
of our Tabernacle were diſſolved, we have 
a Building of God, an Houſe not made with 
Hands, eternal in the Heavens ; therefore we 
are always confident, knowing that whilſt we 
are at home in the Body, we are abſent from 
the Lord: We are confident (T jay) and wil- 
ling rather to be abſent from the Body, and to 
be preſent with the Lord *. 
Ir the primitive Chriſtians had this Aſ- 
| ſurance, why may not we obtain it? We 
are as much concerned as they were, to ex- 
amine ourſelyes ; we have the ſame Goſpel, 
Covenant and Promiſes; the ſame Mediator 
and Advocate, the ſame Spirit (not indeed 
in his miraculous Gifts, which are not need- 
ful for us) but in his ſanctifying Influ- 
ences. Tis as great a Truth this Day as ever 
it was, that except a Man be born again, 
he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God; and 
that, if any Man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, 
he is none of his: And if we have the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt, his gracious Operations will 
produce Effects as real, and ſometimes as 
| ſenſible to the Perſon that experiences them, 
as any Thing that relates to the Body and 
Dh %%% 
I $HALL only obſerve, for the preventing 
Miſtakes and Abuſes of this Doctrine, that 


God 
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God in all his Works of Nature and Grace 
connects Means and Ends together. If he de- 
termine to preſerve any Man in his Favour 


unto Life everlaſting, he will do it by 


means ſuitable to that End, that is, in a way 
of Humility, Prayer, Watchfulneſs and di- 


ligent Obedience; and this may account for 
the ſolemn Warnings and Exhortations ad- 
dreſs'd even to good Men in Scripture, and 


ſufficiently confutes the fooliſh pretence of 


thoſe who ſay, If we are the Children of 


God, he will preſerve us, whether we take 
care of our own Souls or not. Vain and im- 
pious Imagination! for though God keeps his 


People by his Almighty Power unto Salva- 


tion; yet tis thiough Faith and other Graces, 
which lead to it. 


Having thus o d on the doctrinal 


Obſervations, proceed to the 
APPLICATION. 
i. LET the foregoing Account of the 


Awfulnels of Death excite careleſs, unthink- 
ing Sinners to prepare for it, by ſeeking 


an Intereſt in the favour of God through 
Chriſt, We all know that we muſt die; 
Death is appointed to all Men by the irre- 


verſible Sentence of the Moſt High, contain- 


ed in Scripture, and confirm'd by daily Ex- 
perience, and Obſervation. We are plac'd in 


2 dying World, and all Things round about 


us 
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us are mutable and periſhing; we ourſelves 


flee away like Shadows, and continue not; 


in our beſt Eſtate here below we are alto- 
gether Vanity. Death is written upon all 
our Creature-Comforts, and znwrought in our 


Natures; our whole Life what 1s it but an 


uninterrupted Motion towards the Grave ? 


And, as Chriſtians, we profeſs to believe that 
Death is the Door of Entrance into an Eter- 
nal State of Happineſs or Woe ; and yet 

how many live thoughtleſs of their latter 
End, and its awful Conſequences ? How ma- 
ny forget Eternity in the eager chaſe of tem- 


poral Objects? In the Morning of Youth, 
Pleaſure Mares the Heart, and Death ſcems : 
to be at a great diſtance ; in riper Years, Bu- 
| fineſs, Riches, Honours, and the numerous 
Cares of this Life, engage the Mind, and 

take Men off from the purſuit of future Bleſ- 
ſedneſs: And if Conſcience be awake at any 
time, and the Sinner finds himſelf under a 
neceſſity of admitting ſerious Thoughts about 


a future Life, how prone is he to fall aſleep 


again? to put off the great concern of Pre- 
paration for Death to an uncertain Hereafter, 
or to ſatisfy his Mind with a few vain Sighs 
and ineffectual Wiſhes, which never iſſue in 
a real Converſion to the Love and Service of 
God, through a Mediator ? : 
Tuus Life runs on with too many, and 
comes to its final Period before they have 
begun the mot important Buſineſs of it, 


which 
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which is to obtain the Favour of God, and 4 
Title to the Felicity of another World. 
Bur, Sinner, I beſeech thee make a ſo- 
lemn Pauſe this Day -- Think how ſhort and 
uncertain Life is; how awful a thing it is to 
die; to change Worlds, and go from hence 
into an immutable; everlaſting State of Joy or 
Grief; and what a. wretched Creature thou 
muſt be, if Death ſhould come upon thee as 
a Thief in the Night, and find thee ſleeping 
in Sin, unprepar'd for thy Appearance before 
God in the inviſible World. O dreadful. 
Change! to be ſurpriz'd into eternal Miſery, 
who can expreſs the Terror of ſuch a Caſe ? 
And yet ('tis to be fear'd) the Caſe is too com- 
mon. As in the Days that were before the 
Flood, they were eating and drinking, mar- 
_ rying, and giving in Marriage, until the Day 
that Noah entered into the Ark, and knew 
not, till the Flood came and took them all 
away; ſo Death comes unexpected, and car- 
ries off many careleſs Souls in every Age 
and Part of the World. 
Tur Lord give us Wiſdom to number 
our Days, and conſider our latter End; and 
if any of us have been hitherto negligent of 
our everlaſting Intereſt, may we be convinc- 

ed of our Sin and Danger, and led to an Ac- 
ceptance of the Goſpel-Offer of Forgiveneſs 

and eternal Life, through the all-ſufficient 
Mediation of Chriſt : May we fly without 


delay. to the Muy of 09 1 in a Redeemer, 
| . before 
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2 . 25 r e 


Ti) 
before it be too late, before our Feet ſtutt= 
ble on the dark Mountains, and in the Valley 
of the Shadow of Death. 
2. LET me, from what has been. ſaid, 


exhort ſincere Chriſtians to get and keep clear 


and ſtrong Evidences of their Inteteſt in God's 
Favour, that they may be rais'd above the 
enſlaving Fears of Death. 

Gop has promis'd to be with his upright 
Servants in Life and Death too, and there is 
a ſolid Foundation laid in his everlaſting Co- 
venant of Grace for their moſt aſſured Hope 
of his Friendſhip, both in this World and 
that which is to come; but many do not 
know the Things that are freely given them 
of God, and therefore they live too much in 
a ſervile dread of Death; and ſome of them 
go out of the World (to all Appearance) un- 


der a Cloud. God permits this (very often 


we may ſafely fay) to correct ſome Fault of 


| theirs, and to warn others againſt it: And the 


common Fault is, the want of due Care in 
ſettling the Evidences of Acceptance with 


God. 
Every Saint would be willing to leave 


this World whenever God calls him, if he 


were aſſured of his Intereſt in the dine Fa- 
vour; for a Heaven- born Soul naturally ſoars 


s upward, and tends to its own World of eter- 
nal Light, Perfection and Happineſs. Tis 
true, a melancholy Habit of Body, and the 
Suggeſtions of Satan, my have a great Influ- 


ence 
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ence to eclipſe the Joy and Hope of ſincere 
Souls; but if they are not duly concerned 
to clear their Title to Heaven, and to preſerve 
it in full Evidence (which is too often the Caſe) 
no wonder that they are left to gloomy Ap- 
prehenſions, which diſquiet their Minds, a- 
bats their Love to God and zcalous Activi- 
ty in his Service. "Tis therefore of the laſt 
Importance to us (Chriſtians) that we build 
our Hopes of God's Favour on a ſure and 
ſtrong Foundation; and to this End, let 
us often examine ourſelves by the Scripture 
Account of Faith, Repentance, and ſincere 
Obedience: Let us beg the Illumination and 
inward Teſtimony of the Spirit, and not he 
contented till we can on good Grounds ſay, 
The Lord is our God for Ever and Ever, 
and he will be our Guide even unto Death: 
And when we can ſay this, let us be careful 
to keep our ſelves in the Love of God; let 
us watch and pray that we enter not into 
Temptation; let us purify our ſelves from 
all Filthineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit, and per- 
fect Holineſs in the fear of God; let us 
walk humbly with him in the Ways of Piety 
and univerſal Righteouſneſs; live by Faith 
in Chriſt for Pardon, Acceptance and Aſ- 
fiſtance in every good Work; and earneſtly 
pray to God to ſearch us and try us, to 
ſee if there be any evil Way in us, and lead 
us in the way everlaſting. In ſuch a Courſe 
as this, we may hope to obtain a comfort- 
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able Perſuaſion of the Divine Favour, and a 
Joyful Proſpect of the heavenly Inheritance: 
For the Effect of Righteouſneſs is Peace and 
Quirtvels and Aſſurance for ever. 

. WHAT a Comfort is it, upon the loſs 
of near Relatives, if we have Reator to think 
that God was with them living and dying ? 
Tus was the Happineſs of our departed 

Friend, Mrs. Wood, whole Death occaſion'd 
this Diſcourſe. 

I had but a ſhort Acquaintance with her; 
but what I have obſerv'd my ſelf, and what 
has been communicated to me by moſt cre- 
dible Teſtimony, I think it my Duty to take 
ſome notice of upon this Occaſion, for the 
Honour of the Grace of God, and as a Mo- 
tive and Encouragement to your Duty. 
I might begin with ſome honourable men- 
tion of her earthly Deſcent, to which Reli- 
gion added the moſt illuſtrious Nobility ; She 
was well born * into our World, and (which 
was a much greater Dignity and Bleſſing) 
born from above. 

Su x remembered her Creator in the Days 
of her Vouth, and conſecrated the firſt Fruits 


* Her Father was Dr. WII I 14 ll Diwzs, Preſident of 
the Royal College of Phyſicians. Her Uncle, Sir ED]WARD 
LirTLETON, Governor of the Bay of Bengal. Her Grand- 
father, Dr. Joun LIT TIETOoN, Maſter of the Temple, 
whoſe Bother was Lord LiTTLETON, Keeper of the Great 
Seal of England. Her Mother was a Gentlewoman of emi- 
nent Piety, adorn'd her Profeſſion in Lite and at Death. 
Some of her laſt Words were, Into thy Hands J commit 
my Spirit, for thou haſt redeemed me, Lord Co ef Truth, 
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of her Time to him, She walked cloſely 
and humbly with her God, through various 
Scenes of Service and Trial, and was faith- 
ful unto Death. She was a very ſtrict and 
conſcientious Obſerver of Cloſet-Religion ; 
and the good Effects of her ſecret Commu- 
nion with God were ſeen in her Life; par- 
ticularly in her Behaviour in the Family, 
| ſhe was a very bright and lovely Example 
of all the domeſtick Virtues. 
HR Piety, Prudence, and the uncommon 
Sweetneſs of her Temper, made her a great 
Bleſſing in the Relations of a Wife and Pa- 
rent, and a Help truly meet for a Miniſter 
of the Goſpel. Her Heart was greatly en- 
flamed with Love to the publick Ordinances 
of God's Worſhip; a Day in his Courts ſhe 
preferred to a thouſand other Days; and as 
the had often met with God in this preſent 
worſhipping Society, her Mind was with 
you, when Providence reſtrained her from 
the deſired "OP of local Communion 
with you. 
In ſhort, ſhe was an upright Chriſtian, 
and very exemplary in her Converſation, 
And in a ſpecial Manner, the amiable Vir- 
tues of Humility, Meekneſs and Benevo- 
lence, (which were deeply inſeribed upon 
her Soul) none and made a beautiful Ap- 
pearance in her Practice. She met with 
many Trials of Faith and Patience, was ha- 
bn reſigned to ms Will of God, and 
; intent 
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intent upon the right improvement of Afflic- 
tions. 


In her laſt Ilneſs, her Mind was over- 
clouded for a while; but in the Evening- 
' tide it was light. She took her leave of 
her loving and beloved Conſort, and her 
dear Children, with great Compoſure of Spi- 
rit, Piety and Affection. And for herſelf, 
che in her laſt Moments joyfully repeated 
the Words of my Text, as a Repreſentation 
of her Caſe; Yea, though I walk through 
the Valley of the Shadno of Death, TI 2 | 
fear 10 2 For thou art with me, thy 
Rod and thy Staff they comfort me; and the 
Expreſſions of holy "5, Though he ſlay 
me, yet will T truſt in him; and, finally, 
the triumphant Declaration of St. Paul, = 
know in whom I have believed, and that he is 
able to heep the good Thing which T have 
committed to him againſt that Day. np 
Tus ſhe fell aſleep in Jeſus. | 
 Hzx Conſort, my ek eſteemed Friend 
and Brother, has a very tender Senſe of this 
great Affliction. May the God of all Com- 
fort ſupport him under it, and abundantly 
ſupply the Abſence of fo deſirable an earthly 
Bleffing, by the Conſolations of his OWN gra- 
| cious Preſence. 

PERMIT me now to ſpeak a few Words 
on this mournful Occaſion to you, my 
younger Friends, the Children of the De- 
ceaſed, I, with many others, ſympathiſe ! in 


your 


1 
your Affliction; you may and ſhould lay it 
to heart; the Lok of ſuch a Relative is a 
very affecting Diſpenſation of Providence, but 
your great Duty is to make a wiſe and re- 
ligious Improvement of the awful Event. 
O, remember the Piety, Counſels and Ex- 
ample of your dear Mother, now in Glory : 
And inſtead of indulging immoderate Sor- 
row for one who 1s gone to a World from 
which ſhe would not return for a thouſand 
of ours, conſider your own Mortality, and 
prepare to follow her. Be ye alſo ready, 
be mindful of your Duty to God; above all 
Things, endeavour to ſecure an Intereſt in 
his Favour through Chriſt, who 1s an al- 
mighty, moſt gracious and everlaſting Father 
to them that love and ſerve him. And next 
to this great Concern, be careful to perform 
all filial Regards to your ſurviving Parent : 
Bleſs God, that though he has ſeen fit to 
take from you a Mother ſo deſerving of your 
Love and Duty, he has been pleaſed to ſpare 
the valuable Life of your Father, who is 
moſt capable and willing to affiſt you by his 
Counſels, Inſtructions, Prayers, and all the 
Offices of parental Kindneſs. I need not tell 
you, that your Piety, Obedience, and Aﬀec- 
tion will be a great Addition to the Pleaſure 
of his Life; you are very ſenſible of this. 
I pray God to bleſs and guide you by his 
Grace, that you may in all reſpects live as 
become the Deſcendants of religious Parents, 
worthy 
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worthy of her that is gone to Heaven, and of 


him who ſurvives with you. 
To conclude, 


4. LET us all 3 improve the confortable 
Experiences of dying Saints, as a Confirma- 
tion of our Faith, and a Motive to quicken 
our Endeayours in the Practice of true Re- 
ligion. 

Tux Wicked is driven away in his Wick- 
edneſs, but the Righteous hath hope in his 
Death. Mark the perfect Man, and behold 


the Upright, for the End of that Man is 
Peace. Indeed ſome bad Men may ſeem to 
have Peace, and ſome good Men may be 
diſconſolate and fearful in their laſt Mo- 
ments; I ſhall not ſtay to enquire into the 
= Reaſons of theſe particular Caſes, but innu-—- 
merable Inſtances concur to prove the Truth 
of the forementioned general Obſervations. 
When Men are moſt ſerious, and impartial in 


their Reflexions, when deceitful Vizors are 
taken off, and Things are ſeen in their Reality, 
when Men ſtand between the two Worlds, 
juſt ready to leave the one, and enter into 


the other, we find they generally declare for 


Religion, and remonſtrate againſt Wicked- 


neſs and all Iniquity; we find that an evil 
Conſcience is an inſuperable Burden in a dy- 
ing Hour, we hear Sinners paſſionately lament- 
ing the Vices of an ill-ſpent Life, expreſſing 
their Fears of Eternity, and wiſhing to die 
the Death of che Righteous, and that their 


latter 


(32) 

latter End might be like his: On the other 
hand, good Men generally have Comfort 
and Hope in their laſt Hours, and if Con- 
ſcience gives them a clear Teſtimony of 
their Uprightneſs, they are willing to die, 
and many times rejoice that they are going 
out of our World of Sin and Sorrow, into 
the expected Region of Light, Love and Fe- 
lity. Thouſands have bitterly bewail'd the 
Vices of an evil Life, but who ever repent- 
ed of his paſt Piety and Righteouſneſs upon 
a Death-bed? 

Ta1s is a ſenſible Evidence of the Truth 
of Religion in general: And, bleſſed be God, 
the Chriſtian Religion can ſhew numerous 
Atteſtations of this kind. The Spirit and 
Principles of the Goſpel have ſupported many 
a departing Soul, and enable the Chriſtian to 


glorify his Saviour by Death, as well as in his 
Lite. - 


God grant, that we may live to the Lord, 
and die to the Lord, and that we may 
be for ever happy in his glorious Preſence 
and Kingdom. Finally, Brethren, be ye 
ſtedfaſt and immoveable, aways abound- 
ing in the Work of the Lord, foraſmuch 
as ye know that your Labour foal not 
be in vain in the Lord. 
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Lately Publiſhed, 


Printed PR Jos EYE Davi DSON, af the 
Golden es in tHe . 


1. HE Apoſtolical Rule concerning 
the Ordination of Miniſters confi- 
der'd, and recommended both to Miniſters 
and People F< 


1 From 1 Tin. v. 22. 


; Lay Hands ſuddenly on uo Man, neither be 


partater of other Mens Sin ns. Keep Mel 
„ | 


II. The * and Wiſdom of God 
difplay d in the Afflictions of Men, together 
with a Chriſtian Deportment under them. 
Being the Subſtance of ſeveral Sermons on 
Eccleſ. vii. 13. and 1 Pet. v. 19. To which 
are added, Some Sermons on the Nature of 


. Church-Communion, from 1 Cor. x. 1 7. By 


the late Reverend Mr. Thomas Boſton. | 
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III. A View of che Covenant of Grace 
from the facred Records: Wherein the Pat- 
ties in that Covenant, the Making of it, its 
Parts Conditionary and Promiſſary, and the 
Adminiſtration thereof, are diſtinctly conſi! 
dered : Togther with the Trial of a faving \ 
Perſonal Inbeing in it, and the Way of En- 
ſtating Sinners therein unto their Eternal 
Salvation. To which is ſubjoined, A Me- 
morial concerning Perſonal and Family Faſt- 
ing and Humiliation, preſented to Saints and 
Sinners. By the fame AuTHoR. 


IV. Human Nature in its four - fold 
State of Primitive Integrity, Entire Deprava- 
tion, Begun Recovery, and C ſummate 
HFappineſs or Miſery, ſubſiſting in the Pa- 
rents of Mankind in Paradiſe, the Irregene- *_ 
rate, the Regenerate, all Mankind in the fu- 
ture State. In ſeveral practical Diſcourſes. 
By the fame AUuTHoR. The third Edition, 
carefully compared with the Second, which 
was corrected and reviſed by the AurHOR. 


